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SANSKRIT 0499/21

Paper 2 Literature and Epic Civilisation May/June 2022

 1 hour 30 minutes

You must answer on the answer booklet/paper.

You will need: Answer booklet/paper

INSTRUCTIONS
 ● Answer all questions.
 ● If you have been given an answer booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer 

booklet.
 ● Use a black or dark blue pen.
 ● Write your name, centre number and candidate number on all the work you hand in.
 ● Do not use an erasable pen or correction fluid.
 ● At the end of the examination, fasten all your work together. Do not use staples, paper clips or glue.

INFORMATION
 ● The total mark for this paper is 90.
 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].
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1 Mahābhārata (adapted text)

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. 
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.
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 (a) What was the name of the king? (line 1) [1]

 (b) Translate ‘gṛdhraḥ mām khādiṣyati iti kapotaḥ avadat.’ (line 2) [4]

 (c) What answer did the king give to the pigeon in line 3? [2]

 (d) Translate ‘tasmāt tava māṃsaṃ dehi.’ (lines 4 and 5) [3]

 (e) What did the vulture finally say to the king? (line 8) [2]

 (f) Which ideals or virtues does this story intend to teach? Refer to the passage in your answer.
 [3]

 [Total: 15]
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2 Mahābhārata – Bhagavad Gītā

 Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

  

1

2

3

4

5

6

 Chap. 3, verse 21; Chap. 4, verse 10; Chap. 18, verse 53

 (a) In the context of the battle about to take place, why did Kṛṣṇa speak lines 1 and 2 to Arjuna?
 [2]

 (b) Translate lines 3 and 4. [6]

 (c) Line 5 lists six negative qualities that need, according to Kṛṣṇa, to be given up. Name four of 
these. [4]

 (d) Line 6 speaks of ‘becoming Brahman’. In your view, what does this mean and is it a desirable 
goal? Refer to Kṛṣṇa’s words in your answer. [3]

 [Total: 15]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

 (a) Briefly explain each of the following concepts:

  (i) puruṣa [2]

  (ii) vikalpa [2]

  (iii) śakti [2]

  (iv) indra [2]

 (b) Agni is the god of fire. Name in Sanskrit two other gods or goddesses that rule over the 
elements, giving the elements in English. [4]

 (c) Name in English the three stages of life that traditionally follow that of being a student. [3]

 (d) Explain in brief the following Sanskrit literary terms:

  (i) dhātu [2]

  (ii) purāṇa [2]

  (iii) pāṇini [2]

  (iv) āraṇyaka [2]

 (e) One of the three guṇa or ‘constituents of the universe’ is the quality of purity. Name in English 
the other two guṇa. [2]

 (f) Write a short essay in English, of about 100 words, on one of these two topics:

  EITHER
  (i) Discuss the vedāṅga or ‘supports of the Veda’ and say whether you think they have any 

relevance to education today.

  OR
  (ii) Outline the caste or ‘varṇa’ system. How, in your view, could this system be 

misunderstood? [10]

 [Total: 35]
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4 Hitopadeśa

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. 
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 King Sudarśana asks an assembly of the wise for help.

1
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 (a) How does King Sudarśana describe his sons? (line 3) [4]

 (b) Which particular scriptures does the king wish his sons to be taught? (line 3) [1]

 (c) (i) Translate ‘satsaṃnidhānena mūrkho yāti pravīnatām’. (line 6) [5]

  (ii) What does line 5 say to explain line 6? [3]

 (d) (i) Explain fully lines 7 and 8, saying how they relate to the story as a whole. [4]

  (ii) How does the writer make lines 7 and 8 memorable and striking? [3]

 (e) (i) What is the name of the teacher who presents himself? (line 9) [1]

  (ii) With which deity is the teacher compared? (line 10) [1]

 (f) Translate ‘mahākulasambhūtāḥ’. (line 10) [3]

 [Total: 25]
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